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By MARCELLE CLARKE.

A MANNING invention which has the potential
to break droughts and has already been exported
to Malaysia is one of nine New South Wales

regional companies selected for wold wide pro-

motion.
The NSW Minister for State Development,

Michael Egan, announced the 36 companies
at the Australian Technology Park in Sydney
The selected companies, which have locally
developed products which are ready for e};:pnrt
will be prﬂmﬂted world wide through the

‘Australian Technology Showcase’.

These companies will ultimately be joined
by hundreds more from around Australia in
bemg promoted at international expos and
other events as well as through a targeted
campaign which will bring international business
leaders to Australia in the run up to the
Olympic Games.

The innovative Fodder Factory, operated by

B Peter Ryan of Bobin, is a food processing

£ BEFDRE each tray is filled with one krlngram
of new seed after the fodder has been fed out

B AFTER: After eight days one kilo of seed
has become six to 10 kilos of green feed

plant that can pmduce up to one tonne of
hlgh protein livestock feed a day.

The invention has been descrlbed as a drought
breaker, because of its ability to create feed
independent of outside conditions, with a mini-
mum amount of water.

“With 75 percent of the State in drought
this system is the answer,” Mr Ryan said.

“When the creeks dry up and the dams
dry out, what can farmers do?

“With the Fodder Factory they can use
salty borewater to produce feed.”

Mr Ryan has been operating the Fodder
Factﬂry company for the past nine years and
is determined to stick with the idea he believes
is a great one for rural Australia.

Each Fodder Factory is a fully contained
shed that produces a tonne of feed each day.

The beauty of the Fodder Factory is that
the unit is completely installed by Mr Ryan.

When a prospective purchaser decides to
buy the system, Mr Ryan tests the water
source and sends the purchaser a drawing of
the slab, which they install before he comes

 to install the shed, which takes about a

week.

“It comes complete with tanks, pumps, trays
and computer system. All the customer has
to do 1s buy the gran. The computer system
regulates the temperature inside and the water
source.

“It takes the guess wnrk out of farming.”

The she uses single phase power and 1s
very economical.

“Studies have shown that this system 1s 88
times more water efficient than irrigating lucerne
flats.”

Mr Ryan’s factories have been established
in such diverse climatic locations as

Rockhampton, Dubbo,
Hobart and Western
Australia.

Mr Ryan is hoping
the inclusion of the
Fodder Factory in the
Australian Technology
Showcase, along with
the ecream of innovative
techniques unique to
Australia, will expose

his product to places
such as the Middle
East, South Africa and
Turkey.

There is already a
Fodder Factory in Mal-
aysia and Mr Ryan is
in the process of sign-
ing an agreement to
supply a factory to Tur-
key.

“There has also been
strong interest from
Armenia where there
1s interest in purchas-
ing five of the one
tonne units.”
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